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THE ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN EDUCATION

Digitalization of the modern world and the development of computer technologies have
become the starting point for the modernization and restructuring of many areas of human
life. Nowadays, it is impossible to imagine the learning process without the use of
information and computer technologies. Nowadays, new software platforms and services
are increasingly appearing, the digital space is filled with a large amount of relevant
educational material, the format of entertainment platforms is being transformed into
educational ones, which in turn contributes to greater student involvement in the
educational process. Modern computer technologies make it possible to use the Internet
not only as a tool for cognitive activity, but also as a tool for communication and as a
means of learning. According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, social network is a network of
individuals connected by interpersonal relationships. Also it is an online service or site
through which people create and maintain interpersonal relationships.

With the help of the Internet and various social networks, you can solve a number of
practical problems: form reading skills and abilities using materials from the global network;
improve writing skills; expand your vocabulary; work on pronunciation; to form students’
motivation to learn English. Students can take part in tests, competitions and quizzes,
competitions held on the Internet, participate in chats, video conferences, etc. Modern
technologies allow make classes more interesting, educational, varied and effective.
Thanks to the Internet, students have the opportunity to establish and maintain business
connections and contacts with your peers in English-speaking countries, expand your
horizons, study culture, traditions and customs countries of the language being studied
through communication

University teachers create groups to exchange information with students. The site
contains assignments for practical classes, lectures on the course being studied, it is
possible to provide additional materials, answer students’ questions, coordinate the
implementation of group work and supervision of practices, effectively organize long-term
project activities, international exchanges, including scientific and educational ones. The
Internet and social networks help us to solve a number of practical problems: to develop
reading skills and abilities using materials from the global network; improve writing skills;
expand your vocabulary; work on pronunciation; to form students’ motivation to learn
English. Students can take part in tests, competitions and quizzes, competitions held on
the Internet, participate in chats, video conferences, etc. Modern technologies make
classes more interesting, educational, varied and effective.
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Today you can learn a foreign language on your own through communication on
specialized resources. The largest of them are Livemocha.com (more than 8 million users
and 38 languages according to the network itself) and Soziety.com. Livemocha is a popular
American social network where the principle is: help others, and they will help you. If the
program cannot check some tasks, then they are analyzed by native speakers. Several
stages of language learning have been developed. Each stage consists of five lessons.
Each lesson includes four mandatory tasks: learning new vocabulary, consolidating the
material learned, written and oral parts. The social network Mylanguageexchange is the
best service where you can find a «pen pal». Once you register on the site, you need to
select your ideal pen pal, indicate his/her native language and the language he/she
practices, as well as the country of residence and the approximate age of the person with
whom you would like to communicate. Thus, the user will improve his knowledge and,
possibly, make friends. The site with the unusual name italki offers chats for virtual
communication and the ability to edit texts. This site provides the opportunity to connect
with the best language teachers around the world. Online lessons are conducted via Skype
at a time convenient for the user. After completing the lessons, you can consolidate the
acquired knowledge in practice by communicating with people from this country.
Busuu.com is a virtual language learning community created by Adrian from Liechtenstein
and Bernard from Austria. Based on their own experience, they created an alternative
method of learning foreign languages. The site’s creators adhere to three main rules:
classes are taught by native speakers, original text, audio and video material is used, and
no tuition is charged. The site features over 150 lessons covering a variety of topics and
grammar tasks that teach the most important grammar rules. All lessons are accompanied
by video and audio recordings.

It should be noted, that YouTube is considered a social media platform because you
can share content with subscribers and foster communities through interaction and
engagement. There are many channels on YouTube for users learning English:
MinooAngloLink — useful grammar lessons, Dailydictation — American English with short
dictations and pronunciation practice, Duncaninchina — short videos about everything in
English, EnglishLessons4U — video lessons on a variety of topics. Social media - is a
unique platform for interpersonal communication in virtual space, self-education and
modernization of the educational process. Learning English via YouTube involves listening
to the language via the videos you view. You also learn through reading the comments
posted in English, situated below each video. In addition, some YouTube videos are text
presentations in a slide show format, or have subtitles available, so you can actually read
English in each screen shot. Let’s look at a couple of the most popular social networking
opportunities available to you for improving your English. Facebook is a social networking
service whereby users can create a personal profile, add other users as friends, and
exchange messages. Facebook also builds your English reading skills. You can read an
assortment of messages from those whom you allow into your pages. This diversity of
messages means you can learn new words from people all over the world, depending on
your list of friends. LinkedIn is a social networking site for professionals. It allows you to
connect with others to find and share opportunities on a daily basis. On LinkedIn you can
build your business English skills through writing your profile, and then keeping it updated.
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You also build your business English skills through sending messages to others, reading
their responses, and replying in kind. The way you interact with others is part of your
success with these services.

In the era of globalization, knowledge of foreign languages is more important than ever.
Every person needs to know at least one foreign language in order to make a successful
career, communicate with representatives of other countries and cultures, and travel
around the world. Traditional teaching methods often turn out to be ineffective due to the
lack of practice and live communication. In the age of the Internet, one click is enough to
register in any social network, chat, or foreign language forum. Thanks to Internet
resources, the user will find a huge number of books, films and other video materials in
different languages. Reading books in the original language, watching films without
translation, listening to audio recordings, and, of course, communicating with a pen pal
contribute to the quick and effective learning of a foreign language. Over the past decades,
the Internet has evolved from a highly specialized network into a global network that spans
the entire world. Social networks are a unique platform for interpersonal communication in
the virtual space, self-education and modernization of the educational process.
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Onbea MUIOJIMHELb
(Yxeopod, YkpaiHa)

MOrNAQun NECI YKPATHKU HA BIANEKTHY NNEKCUKY

TBopuicTb Jleci YkpaiHku € UikaBUM SBULLEM He TiflbKW 3 NOTASAY XyA0XHLOMO CroBa,
ane # 3 nornsgy moBu. MoBo3HaBLi 6arato yBaru npuainsanm BUBYEHHIO XYA0XKHBOIO CBITY
TNeci YkpaiHku, 30kpema MOBHUM 0COBNMBOCTSM TBOPIB MOETECH, Ornagy ii HaLioHanbHO-
MOBHOrO CBITOMMALY, @ TakoX AIANbHOCTI, CNPSMOBAHOI Ha YTBEPKEHHS YKPAiHCHKOT
niTepaTypHOi MOBU Ta NigHECEHHI ii kynbTypHOro piBHs. Cepen TUX, L0 BUBYaNM MoBy Jleci
YkpaiHku i nucanu npo Hei: LK. binogig, M.M. BorgaHx, M.®. Boiiko, B.l. Ctateesa, H.[1. [la-
BugeHko, |l Oautok, B.M. 3axanesny, J1.A. Jlucnyerko, I.C. OniitHuk, B.®. Mokanbuyk,
B. Tamywesa, C.A. €Epmonenko, H.JI. Ieanmupka, J1.I. Mausko,  O.M. CupopeHko,
M.A. Mniow, T.I. MaHbko, J1.B. LLyniHoBa Ta iHwWi. Y ix nybnikauisx He TiNbk1 PO3LNPIETL-
cs DxepenbHa 6asa gocrnimxeHb, ane 1 no-HOBOMY OCMUCIIOETLCA Baxrvea npobrema
cnagwmiu Jleci Ykpaitku. Mu X y cBoeMy JOCTIZXEHHI MAEMO Ha METi KOPOTKO OKpecnuTy
CTaBIIEHHS NOETECU [0 OianeKTHOI NEKCUKH.

Necs YkpaiHka He 3anuwimna cnewjianbHux MOBO3HABUMX NpaLlb, NPOTE 3HAYHWIA MaTe-
pian i3 pisHOMaHITHO MOBHOK) TEMATMKOIO MICTATb JINCTU, MyONILMCTUYHI Ta NiTepaTypHO-
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