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THEMATIC TRENDS IN SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

DEVELOPMENT IN EU COUNTRIES 

 

The growing relevance of sustainable tourism development is driven by 

increasing societal awareness of the environmental and social challenges facing 

tourism, as well as the necessity to preserve cultural heritage and natural 

resources. For Ukraine, the issue of sustainable tourism development holds 

particular significance because of its potential to increase the profitability of the 

industry, preserve natural and cultural resources, and promote the development of 

regional economies while enhancing the quality of life for local populations. The 

tourism sector could become a direction for the country's recovery after victory. 

Therefore, studying the experiences of EU countries in the field of sustainable 

tourism development is crucial. This will enable the Ukrainian government and 

civil society to implement effective practices aimed at balanced development of 

the tourism industry, considering environmental, socio-cultural, and economic 

aspects. Such an approach will foster sustainable tourism growth in Ukraine, 

while simultaneously contributing to environmental conservation and the 

development of local communities. 

Contemporary scientific literature comprises numerous studies that 

illuminate the key aspects of sustainable tourism development in European Union 

countries. These studies encompass analyses of strategies for managing tourism 

resources, the implementation of innovative approaches in tourism services, the 

role of digital technologies in tourism development, and examinations of the 

impact of tourism on the sociocultural and economic development of regions. 

These studies provide important lessons and recommendations that can be utilised 

for the development and implementation of effective strategies for sustainable 

tourism in Ukraine. 

This study attempts to identify thematic trends in sustainable tourism 

development in EU countries using bibliometric analysis methods. The research 

is based on data from the Web of Science bibliographic database, encompassing a 

sample of 1817 articles authored by individuals affiliated with EU countries from 

1994 to 2023 (Figure 1). 

To delineate the key subtopics within the overarching issue of sustainable 

tourism development, a thematic map was constructed. A thematic map is a 

highly intuitive illustration that facilitates the analysis of topics according to the 

quadrant in which they are positioned: (Q1) upper-right quadrant: driving themes, 

(Q2) lower-right quadrant: core themes, (Q3) lower-left quadrant: emerging or 

declining themes, and (Q4) upper-left quadrant: highly specialized/specialized 

themes [4]. 

http://journals.khnu.km.ua/vestnik/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-306-37.pdf
http://journals.khnu.km.ua/vestnik/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-306-37.pdf
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Figure 1. Annual Scientific Production in the direction of «sustainable 

development of tourism» in the scientometric database WoS (1994-2023) 

Source: authors’ development via Biblioshiny app ([1], [2], [3]) 

 

Figure 2 presents the thematic map of key subtopics addressing the challenge 

of sustainable tourism development by scholars from EU countries during the 

period 2018/2023. 

 

 
Figure 2. Thematic Map of Topics Discussed (2018-2023) 

Source: authors’ development via Biblioshiny app ([1], [2], [3]) 

 

The themes in the upper-right quadrant (gastronomy, smart city, 

authenticity, islands, creative tourism, community-based tourism, and residents' 

perceptions) are well-developed and significant for organising the scholarly 
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domain, as they are externally linked to concepts applicable to other themes. 

These themes were recognised as motor or driving themes. They exhibit high 

density and centrality and are highly important for future research endeavours. In 

subsequent studies, it is recommended to pay considerable attention to such 

themes as «gastronomy», «smart city», «authenticity», «creative tourism», 

«community-based tourism» and «residents' perceptions», as they are likely to 

shape the direction of further scientific enquiry in the field of sustainable tourism 

development. 

Specialised topics in the upper-left quadrant support well-developed 

internal, but not external, relations. The themes in this quadrant are known as 

niche topics. Therefore, topics such as «environmental sustainability», «sport 

tourism», «tourism planning» and «tourism sustainability» are underrepresented 

but are areas of rapid development, as indicated by their high centrality but low 

density [5]. 

Owing to their low density and central position in the network of themes, 

topics in the lower left quadrant (geoheritage, geosites, economic growth, and 

circular economy) are considered to be either developing or declining. They have 

not received much attention; therefore, they deserve further scrutiny. 

The themes in the lower-right quadrant are fundamental and overarching 

topics. They exhibit high density, but low centrality. Key themes in this quadrant 

include «ecosystem services», «tourism development», «local development», 

«conservation nature», «covid-19» and «overtourism». 

Themes such as «ecotourism» and «protected areas» positioned at the 

boundary between the upper right and lower quadrants are well-developed and 

capable of structuring the research field. Therefore, they remained the leading 

subthemes in the overall research. 

Thus, the results of thematic analysis for 2018/2023 led to several 

recommendations. 

- Subthemes such as «environmental sustainability», «sport tourism», 

«tourism planning» and «tourism sustainability» are potential topics worthy of 

further investigation in the context of sustainable tourism development. 

Researchers in this field are advised to explore the components of sustainable 

development (environmental sustainability and tourism sustainability), niche 

directions in tourism development (sport tourism), and planning tools (tourism 

planning) to create an effective system for sustainable tourism development. 

- Additionally, in the study of sustainable tourism development, one cannot 

overlook themes such as «ecosystem services», «tourism development», «local 

development», «conservation nature», «covid-19» and «overtourism», which 

emerged during the active implementation of sustainable development principles. 

It can be assumed that the principles of sustainable development have led to the 

emergence of ecosystem services through the active implementation of 

conservation nature. Therefore, themes such as «ecosystem services», «tourism 

development», «local development», «conservation nature», «covid-19» and 

«overtourism» should be considered for creating an effective system of 

sustainable development at all levels of the tourism industry. 
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