MIHICTEPCTBO OCBITH I HAVKU YKPATHU
JIPOIOBULILKUI IEPKABHUI MIEJATOTTYHUI YHIBEPCUTET
IMEHI IBAHA ®PAHKA
PAJIA MOJIOJINX BUEHUX
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE OF UKRAINE
DROHOBYCH IVAN FRANKO STATE PEDAGOGICAL UNIVERSITY
YOUNG SCIENTISTS COUNCIL

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print)
ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

AKTYAABHI NMHTAHHA
I'YMAHITAPHHX HAYK:

MikBy3iBcbknil 3FiPHHK HAYKOBHX Npanb MOAOAHX
BYCHHX APOroBHULKOIO ACPIKABHOIO NEAATOriYHOIO

vHiBepentery imMeni Isana @panxa

HUMANITIES SCIENCE
CURRENT ISSUES:

Interuniversity collection of Drohobych
Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University
Young Scientists Research Papers

BHIIYVCK 69. TOM 2
ISSUE 69. VOLUME 2

BupaBauuui aim
«TeabBeTHKA»
2023



Mogo3zHaBcTBO. AiTEpaTypO3HABCTBO

0 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000sesssssscsescsesnsscscsscscsssoce

UDC 378
DOI https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4863/69-2-25

Svitlana MAKUKHINA,

orcid.org/0000-0001-6269-8406

Senior Lecturer at the Department of Public Administration, Law and Humanities
Kherson State Agrarian and Economic University

(Kherson, Ukraine) makukhina.svetlana@gmail.com

THE USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING

The article is devoted to current issues in the study of social networks in the field of learning foreign languages.
Students have free access to information support, have the opportunity to quickly transfer and receive knowledge, study
remotely, and use the latest information technologies. The components of the information technology tools of a modern
foreign language teacher are electronic teaching aids, video materials, online simulators, specialized learning platforms,
programs and applications, as well as social networks. The article discusses examples of the emergence of new lexical
units through the use of social networks. It is noted that a student, as an active user of social networks, can use these
resources not only for entertainment purposes, but also gain knowledge of communication skills in a foreign language.
The article examines the concept of “social networks” in the context of the modern educational environment. The role
and significance of social networks as an additional learning tool are determined. The didactic characteristics of such
social networks as Mylanguageexchange, Youtube, Facebook, Instagram are presented. Attention is focused on individual
opportunities and advantages of using social networks by a modern teacher. Thus, MyLanguageExchange services, Busuu.
com, the site italki are effective tools for the development of oral speech. In the virtual educational space of YouTube,
there is an opportunity to consolidate and practice grammatical skills, expand your vocabulary, improve pronunciation,
and expand your worldview. By choosing original tasks, a unique language environment can be created in the popular
networks Instagram, Facebook and increase students’ interest in learning a foreign language. It should be noted that the
use of social networks is an effective tool for foreign language learning.

Key words: social networks, Internet, foreign language, communication, informational technologies.
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BUKOPUCTAHHS COUIAJIBHUX MEPEX J1JIs1 BUBYEHHS IHO3EMHOI MOBU

Cmamms npuceauena akmyanibHum npoosemam O0CIIOHCEeHH COYIANbHUX MepexC Y cihepi 8usueHHs IHO3eMHUX MO8.
3006y6aui suwoi oceimu maioms inbHULL OOCMyn 00 iHpoOpMayiliHo20 3abe3neyents, Mams 3M02y ONepamueHo nepe-
oasamu 1t OMpUMY8amMu 3HAKHS, HABUATNUCS OUCIAHYITIHO, KOPUCTY8ATNUCS HOGIMHIMU THHOPMAYITIHUMY MEXHONOSIAMUL.
Enexmponni nasuanvui nocionuxu, 8ideomamepianu, OHIAUH-MPEHAdNCEPU, CReYlani308ani HAGUAIbHI naamgopmu, npo-
epamu ma 000amKu, a MAKOIC COYIANbHUX MEPENCT € CKAAO0BUMU YACMUHAMU IHPOPMAYITIHO-MEXHON02IYHO20 THCMP)-
MEHMApIr CyYacHo20 BUKIA0AYA IHO3eMHOI Moeu. B cmammi posensnuymo npuxiaou 6UHUKHEHHS HOBUX JEeKCUYHUX
00UHUYb 3a805KU BUKOPUCIAHHIO coyianbHux mepexc. Hazonoweno na momy, wo 3000y8au K aKmueHUil KOpUcmyeay
COYIaNbHUX Mepexc Modice KOPUCYBANUC YUMU PeCypCamu He TUle 3 PO38ANCATbHOI Memoio, a i 3000y8amu 3HAHHSA
HABUYKU CRLIKYBAHHS 3 IHO3EMHOI MOBU. Y cmammi po32nanymo NOHAMMS « COYIAIbHI MEPeNC» 8 KOHMEKCMI CYyUaACHO20
0Cc8imHb020 cepedosuua. Busnaueno pors ma 3navenns coyianbHux mepesic K 000amKo8020 IHCIMPYMEHMY HABYAH-
HA. 3’Ac08aHO OUOAKMUYHE XAPAKMEPUCMUKU MAaKux coyianoHux mepedic, ik Mylanguageexchange, Youtube, Facebook,
Instagram. Yeazy 3axyenmosano Ha okpemux MONCIUBOCIAX MA NEPesazax GUKOPUCMAHHS COYIAILHUX MEPENC CYUACHUM
suxnaoauem. Tax cepsicu MyLanguageExchange, € epexmuenumu incmpymenmamu 0 pO36UMK)Y YCHO20 MOBJIEHHA.
Cauvim italki npononye wamu 0151 GipmyanbHo20 CRIIKYBAHHA A MOICIUBICMb pedazysamu mekcmu, Busuu.com — 8ip-
MyanbHa CnitbHOMa O0Jisk BUBYEHHS THO3eMHUX MO08. Y gipmyanvromy ocgimuvomy npocmopi YouTube € 3moza 3axpinumu
Ul nompenyeamu spamamuiti HAGUYKU, NONOGHUMU CIOGHUKOBUN 3ANAC, NOKPAWUMU BUMOSY, POSULUPUMU CEIMO2TISO.
Jlobuparouu opucinanbHi 3a80aHH, YHIKAIbHE MOGHE CEPed08ULye MOJNCHA CIEOPUMU 8 NONYIAPHUX Mepedicax Instagram,
Facebook ma nocunumu inmepec cmyodenmie 00 euguenHs iHo3eMHoi Mosu. Bapmo 3a3nauumu, wjo euKopucmanus coyi-
ANILHUX MepexC € eqheKMUBHUM IHCTNPYMEHMOM 8U8YeHH s ITHO3eMHOI MOBU, W0 NPUCKOPIOE NPOYeC 8UEYEeHHS Mda NIO8ULYYE
PiseHb 3ayiKkasnieHocmi 8 OUCYUNTIHI.

Knrouosi cnosa: coyianvra mepedica, inmepHem, iHO3eMHA MOBA, KOMYHIKAYIs, IHHOPMAyiiHi MexHON02Il.
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Problem setting. Knowledge of foreign lan-
guages is an important professional skill that is neces-
sary for successful study, career growth, networking,
and self-development. Through language, humans can
interact and establish good communication with other
humans. It is obvious that a communicative approach is
the most effective in teaching languages. Nothing can
benefit this process greater than studying through com-
munication with native speakers — to hear and under-
stand the native pronunciation, learn informal and
daily life expressions, and start speaking without fear
of mistakes. Rapid progress and development of infor-
mation technologies make it possible to make educa-
tional the process is more accessible and attractive for
young people: use the capabilities of the Internet (social
networks in particular) to learn foreign languages.

Analysis of recent researches and publica-
tions. The beginning of the modern theory of social
networks was laid in 1951 by Western scientists. In
1959-1968 Hungarian mathematicians P. Erdos and
A. Rényi wrote eight articles describing the principles
of the formation of social networks. Then D. Watts
and S. Strogach created a mathematical theory of the
development of social networks. An important point
is the fact that the theory of social networks arose ear-
lier than the social networks they study. The concept
of “social networks” was also introduced long before
the advent of the Internet by sociologist from the
“Manchester School” J. Barnes in 1954. The scien-
tist defined them as a social structure consisting of a
group of nodes, which are social objects (community,
social group, person, personality, individual). Over
time, the term has expanded. Nowadays, a social net-
work is an Internet platform, website, online service
that allows you to organize and reflect social rela-
tionships, using the Internet. According to Adobe, the
most popular social networks, whose users are from
a wide variety of languages are Facebook (more than
2 billion registered users), YouTube (more than 1 bil-
lion profiles), WhatsApp, Instagram.

The purpose of the article is to explore the fea-
tures of learning foreign languages through social net-
works and multilingual resources and give appropriate.

Presentation of the main material. High school
teachers are faced with the task of preparing a special-
ist who knows the methods and techniques for work-
ing with information and being able to use information
and information technologies to maintain and develop
one’s intellectual and creative potential. In relation
to teaching a foreign language, this task means the
importance of forming and development of informa-
tion competence of students together with their foreign
language communicative skills competence. The phe-
nomenon of social networks, which are actively devel-
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oping today in the Internet space and have an audience
in tens of millions determines how a modern person
receives information and interacts with other people.

Today, almost all universities are equipped with
computer labs, which makes it possible to widely
use the Internet in foreign language classes. With
the help of the Internet and various social networks,
you can solve a number of practical problems: form
reading skills and abilities using materials from the
global network; improve writing skills; expand your
vocabulary; work on pronunciation; to form students’
motivation to learn English. Students can take part
in tests, competitions and quizzes, competitions held
on the Internet, participate in chats, video conferen-
ces, etc. Modern technologies allow make classes
more interesting, educational, varied and effective.
Thanks to the Internet, students have the opportunity
to establish and maintain business connections and
contacts with your peers in English-speaking coun-
tries, expand your horizons, study culture, traditions
and customs countries of the language being studied
through communication (Baxyma, 2012: 312).

One of the means of developing foreign language
information competence in the practice of teaching
foreign languages is social network, which is used
within the framework of blended learning technol-
ogy. Social networks are not educational resources,
but were created for the purpose of communica-
tion. The name “social network” was introduced by
D. Barnes in 1954; the initial field of application of
this term was sociology (Chin-His Ta in., 2016: 130).

Communication on social networks has its own
specificity in comparison with both live communica-
tion and other forms of traditional written communi-
cation. Internet communication in social networks
has the following number of features: spontaneity of
speech; presence of the interlocutor at the moment
of communication; the need to know technical func-
tionality specific resource; mastery of online slang
and knowledge of special netiquette. One of the most
noticeable areas of influence of social networks is
vocabulary. People every day discuss information,
news and rumors obtained from the Internet or social
networks. Current vocabulary emerging on social net-
works reflects new opportunities, which constantly
appear among users Internet thanks to the develop-
ment of information technology. As a result, words
used in networks are officially included in dictiona-
ries, for example Oxford English Dictionary. Social
media have become so integral to everyday life that we
talk about them using language multimedia. It’s easy to
use this language, as it accurately describes the func-
tions of using the web pages. The more the lexical units
are used orally, the more popular they become and,
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therefore, are registered in the dictionaries of modern
English. The largest social network in the world was
founded in 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg, a Harvard stu-
dent, and today over 1.7 billion people are registered
in this social network, located in various parts of the
globe. Every day, about 720 million people open a Face-
book page and leave more than 6 billion comments and
300 million photos and images. Therefore, it is not at
all surprising that Facebook has given the world many
bright English neologisms that have stood the test of
time and have firmly entered the everyday vocabulary
of the English-speaking audience of the social net-
work (IBammaboBa, 2012: 16). Let's get to know them.

Facebooger — this word refers to an ordinary
Internet troll who posts cutting comments or insults
on Facebook pages for no apparent reason. As a rule,
a facebooger in real life is quite uptight and unsure
of himself, so when he gets into the virtual world,
he seeks to compensate for dissatisfaction with his
life. Face Boo is the designation of your “other half”
on the social network. With the option to add a rela-
tionship status on Facebook, people are using it to
announce their relationship.

Unfortunately, with the advent of social networks,
people began to communicate less directly with each
other, without the help of the Internet. Virtual life
absorbs us so much that we become antisocial in real
life. People are completely dependent on likes, reposts,
and the number of subscribers. We happily comment
on photos, show our affection, joke and communicate
on social networks, but at the same time we do not pay
attention to who is sitting next to us. The neologism
“facebonding” denotes a group of people who are
well acquainted in real life, who, for example, dine at
the same table in a cafe, but do not communicate with
each other because they are carried away by events
on Facebook. Let's look at some more examples:
helfie — a photograph of your own haircut, hairstyle
(hair selfie); felfie — a fake selfie, for example, against
the background of a television image of the paradise
islands (fake selfie); deface — deleting a “friend” due
to the fact that you once accidentally added him/her;
to cheese — smile very widely and unnaturally. Neolo-
gisms that appeared thanks to this social network
are becoming the subject of many modern research.

Famous American neologist Alan Metcalf identi-
fies five factors, which allow a lexical item to enter
into the vocabulary of the language: frequency of
use, unobtrusiveness; diversity of users and situa-
tions; generation of other forms and meanings; endur-
ance of the concept. Social networks have not only
expanded the vocabulary with new lexical units, but
also popularized conversion as a way of word forma-
tion. Habitual noun friend became a verb (become a
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friend online): I friended you on Facebook or friend
me. One of the distinctive characteristics of social net-
works is the ability for users to express their position.
If you change your opinion, then report it with the
word undo. To remove someone from the list Inter-
net friends, you need to “unfriend” them, i.e. unfriend
or defriend smb. The verb friend has another related
meaning — to mark something as preferable, pleas-
ant, for example, a photo or video. Words and phrases
based on company names or technologies, such as fo
google, to tweet, or to instagram submit are excel-
lent examples of how social networks can benefit the
language. It is noteworthy that these lexical units are
quickly becoming part of everyday language and are
used by people of different ages and social status.

Twitter is one of the most productive sources of
neologisms. Twitter gave the English language many
new words and expressions: a tweet — a text message
in Twitter timeline for Twitter followers or Tweeple/
tweeps; twoosh is a message that fits exactly into
140 characters, and also mistweets, retweets and
dweets — messages, which are sent by drunk users.

Thus, social networking services can not only help
people develop their interests, find work and friends
for a variety of leisure activities, but also engage
in self-education. In addition to thematic groups
on social networks, there are specialized language
social networks that are entirely aimed at learning
languages. They are created not so much for com-
munication as for improving skills. You can practice
grammar, do exercises, and learn words in a playful
way, take language proficiency tests, watch videos
and films, listen to podcasts. Today you can learn a
foreign language on your own through communica-
tion on specialized resources. Livemocha is a popular
American social network where the principle is: help
others, and they will help you. If the program cannot
check some tasks, then they are analyzed by native
speakers. Developed several stages of language learn-
ing. Each stage consists of five lessons. Each lesson
includes four mandatory tasks: learning new vocabu-
lary, consolidating the material learned, written and
oral parts (Garrison Ta iH., 2010: 64).

The Mylanguageexchange social network is the
best service where you can find a “pen pal”. After
registering on the site, you need to select ideal pen
pal, indicate his/her native language and the language
he/she practices, as well as country of residence and
approximate age the person you would like to com-
municate with.

The site with the unusual name italki offers chats
for virtual communication and the ability to edit texts.
This site provides the opportunity to communicate
with the best foreign language teachers to the whole
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world. Online lessons are conducted via Skype at a
time convenient for the user. After completing the
lessons, you can consolidate the acquired knowledge
in practice by communicating with people from this
country. Busuu.com is a virtual community for learn-
ing foreign languages languages, created by 39-year-
old Adrian from Liechtenstein and 34-year-old Ber-
nard from Austria. They both speak three languages
perfectly and are not going to stop there. Based on
their own experience, they created an alternative
method of learning foreign languages. The site’s cre-
ators adhere to three main rules: classes are held by
native speakers, original text, audio and video are
used material, no tuition fee. Each member of the
community not only learns a foreign language him-
self, but also helps everyone in learning their native
language. The site features over 150 lessons cover-
ing a variety of topics and grammar tasks that teach
the most important grammar rules. All lessons are
accompanied by video and audio records.

In addition to social networks, mention should be
made of YouTube, a service that provides video host-
ing services. There are many channels on YouTube
for users learning English: MinooAngloLink — useful
grammar lessons, Dailydictation — American Eng-
lish with short dictations and pronunciation practice,
Duncaninchina—short videos about everything in Eng-
lish, EnglishLessons4U — video lessons on a variety of
topics. Social media — is a unique platform for inter-
personal communication in virtual space, self-educa-
tion and modernization of the educational process.

...............................................................................

Another direction of using social networks in the
process of learning languages is teacher management
of the learning process. Any social network allows
you to create a closed group whose members can com-
municate with each other. A distinctive feature is the
student’s mandatory reporting of status completing an
assignment sent by the teacher (Tumkosa, 2014: 70).
To complete assignments, a certain deadline is set,
after which it is necessary to send a solution, otherwise
the teacher will give an unsatisfactory grade. Thus, the
digital age allows us to find new ways to learn foreign
languages. As well as ways for the most important
aspect of learning any language — speaking practice
with native speakers. Almost any social network pro-
vides not only text messages, but also audio and video
calls, which allows you to overcome the language bar-
rier, increase your vocabulary, improve pronunciation.

Conclusions. Social networks are an indispensable
resource for English language learners, as well as for
teachers and linguists. In the era of globalization, know-
ledge of foreign languages is important more than ever.
Every person needs to know at least one foreign lan-
guage in order to make a successful career, communi-
cate with representatives of other countries and cul-
tures, and travel around the world. Thanks to Internet
resources, the user will find a huge number of books,
films and other video materials on different languages.
reading books in the original language, watching films
without translation, listening to audio recordings, and,
of course, communicating with a pen pal promote fast
and effective learning of a foreign language.
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