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COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF THE 

WAR ON THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM OF 

UKRAINE: TRENDS, PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF 

RECOVERY 

 

Melnychenko S. H., Honcharova O. V. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The formation of the modern system of higher education in 

Ukraine began in 2014 and continues to this day. In 2014, the Law 

of Ukraine «On Higher Education» was adopted in a new version1, 

then, systems of internal and external quality assurance of higher 

education were created, which are consistent with the standards of 

the European educational space2. However, these positive devel-

opments are accompanied by a number of new challenges, such as 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the on-going war in Ukraine, which 

have caused new problems in higher education related to the crea-

tion of a safe educational environment while ensuring the quality of 

education in online distance learning settings. With the beginning 

of the full-scale war, the educational process in Ukraine was sus-

pended for a certain time and subsequently resumed in various 

formats, students of higher education and scientific and pedagogi-

cal workers found themselves in different conditions, the educa-

tional infrastructure continues to be destroyed. However, given the 

fact that the war continues, the issue of its impact on the higher 

education system of Ukraine remains relevant and requires in-depth 

scientific study and analysis of the possibilities of ensuring a high-

quality educational process in the conditions of the conflict and the 

prospects for the restoration of Ukrainian higher education institu-

tions with an emphasis on sustainable post-war development. 

It should be noted that currently the work of a large number of 

Ukrainian scientists is devoted to the functioning of higher educa-

tion in Ukraine in wartime conditions. In particular, T. O. Gubano-

va made a systematic analysis of the transformation of the activities 

 
1 Закон України «Про вищу освіту». № 37–38. 2014. URL: 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1556-18#Text (дата звернення: 09.02. 2026) 
2 Міжнародні стандарти та рекомендації. Національне агенство із забезпе-

чення якості вищої освіти. URL: https://surl.li/btktgr (дата звернення: 

09.02.2026) 
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of higher education institutions in the conditions of war and fo-

cused on changing the formats of the organization of the education-

al process, the relocation of higher education institutions, the prob-

lems of ensuring the safety of participants in the educational 

process and the need for regulatory and legal responses to new 

challenges. It is substantiated that the war caused an increase in the 

intensity of digitalization of higher education and called into ques-

tion the quality and availability of higher education in certain re-

gions. In the study of O.I. Lokshinoi, O.Z. Glushko, A.P. Djurilo, 

S.M. Kravchenko, O.O. Maksimenko, N.V. Nikolska, O.M. Shpa-

rik1, the recommendations of international organizations regarding 

the organization of the educational process during the war were 

analyzed. Attention is focused on such principles as: continuity of 

education, flexibility of educational trajectories, psychological 

support of participants in the educational process and ensuring in-

clusiveness. Of particular value is the generalization of the interna-

tional experience of responding to crisis situations by educational 

systems and its adaptation to Ukrainian realities. An analytical 

assessment of the state of higher education during wartime was 

provided by I. Shevchuk and A. Shevchuk2, who consider educa-

tional analytics as an effective tool for making management deci-

sions during a crisis. Scientists note that the synergy of such quanti-

tative indicators as the contingent of applicants, the number of 

teachers and the financing of higher education in combination with 

the qualitative characteristics of the educational process make it 

possible to make a forecast regarding the possible risks of educa-

tional losses and develop strategic guidelines for their prevention. 

The sociological aspect of the consequences of the war for higher 

education of Ukraine was revealed by K. Batayeva3, which consid-

 
1 Локшина О. І., Глушко О. З., Джурило А. П., Кравченко С. М., Максименко 

О. О., Нікольська Н. В., Шпарик О. М. Організація освіти в умовах війни: 

рекомендації міжнародних організацій. Український педагогічний журнал. 

2022. № 2. С. 5–18. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32405/2411-1317-2022-2-5-18  
2 Шевчук І., Шевчук А. Освітня аналітика крізь призму війни: виклики та 

можливості для вищої школи України. Економіка та суспільство. 2022. 

№ 39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32782/2524-0072/2022-39-80 
3 Батаєва К. Вища освіта у прифронтовому місті під час російсько-

української війни: кумулятивні ефекти пролонґованого онлайн-навчання. 

Sociology: Theory, Methods, Marketing. 2025. № 2. DOI: 

10.15407/sociology2025.02.116  
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ered the cumulative effects of online learning on the example of 

front-line territories. She notes that the long-term distance learning 

format affects not only the quality of knowledge, but also the so-

cialization of higher education students, their motivation and psy-

chological state. Such scientists as O.I. Ivanova, I.P. Prudchenko 

and S.V. Lapshin1, the influence of globalization processes on 

changing the role, structure and content of higher education is ana-

lyzed. In their work, it is emphasized that the war only strengthened 

the trends that were characteristic of the global educational system. 

In particular, digitalization, internationalization, interdisciplinarity 

and orientation to the competence approach. The issue of post-war 

restoration of the higher education system was considered by V.V. 

Sychenko, O.O. Shevchenko and S.O. Rybkina2, which outline the 

strategic directions of rebuilding the educational infrastructure, 

returning personnel potential, increasing the autonomy of higher 

education institutions and increasing the role of state policy in the 

field of education. In the work of V. Pogrebnyaka and O. Dash-

kovskaya3 attention is focused on the adaptation mechanisms of 

higher education institutions to an unstable security environment, 

changes in management approaches, the role of digital technologies 

and the need to form new models of educational interaction to en-

sure the quality of the educational process. In the study of O. Hor-

batyuk and S. Polishchuk4 a comparative description of off-line and 

on-line distance education forms is provided, where the key ad-

 
1 Іванова О., Прудченко І., Лапшин С. Вплив глобалізації на структуру, зміст 

і роль вищої освіти. Людинознавчі студії: збірник наукових праць Дрогоби-

цького державного педагогічного університету імені Івана Франка. Серія: 

Філософія. 2024. № 48. С. 72–87. DOI: https://doi.org/10.24919/2522-4700.48.5 
2 Сиченко В. В., Шевченко О. О., Рибкіна С. О. Проблеми системи вищої 

освіти в Україні та шляхи їх вирішення в післявоєнний період. Вчені записки 

ТНУ імені ВІ Вернадського. Серія: Публічне управління та адміністрування. 

2022. № 33 (72). С. 149–155. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32782/TNU-2663-

6468/2022.6/23 
3 Погребняк В., Дашковська О. Вища школа України в умовах воєнних за-

гроз і викликів: реалії та перспективи. Нові технології навчання. 2024. № 98. 

С. 166–174. DOI: https://doi.org/10.52256/2710-3560.98.2024.98.20 
4 Горбатюк О., Поліщук С. Особливості функціонування закладів вищої 

освіти під час війни: очна та дистанційна форми освіти, їх ключові переваги 

та недоліки. Сучасні інформаційні технології та інноваційні методики нав-

чання в підготовці фахівців: методологія, теорія, досвід, проблеми. 2022. 

№ 66. С. 5–13. DOI: 10.31652/2412-1142-2022-66-5-13 
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vantages of distance learning in conditions of security threats are 

determined, but attention is also focused on its disadvantages asso-

ciated with a decrease in the level of communication, practical 

training and academic motivation of higher education applicants. 

The economic dimension of the functioning of the system of 

higher education institutions in the conditions of social and hu-

manitarian transformations is revealed by S.V. Breus and 

A.V. Chaikoiu1. The authors consider the economic security of 

higher education institutions as an important component of their 

stability, emphasize the problems of financing, the loss of the con-

tingent of education seekers, the reduction of income from the con-

tractual form of education and the need to diversify financial 

sources. 

It should be noted that despite the large number of scientific 

works devoted to the work of higher education institutions and the 

educational process in wartime conditions, the synergy and mutual 

influence of security, financial, personnel and psychosocial factors 

on the quality and availability of education is not sufficiently com-

prehensively considered. Further scientific research is also needed 

by issues of academic motivation, the contingent of higher educa-

tion applicants and personnel support of the educational process, 

because in the future they will form the human capital of Ukraine. 

The possible long-term consequences of mixed and distance learn-

ing for the professional training of specialists and the impact of the 

digitalization process on them are not sufficiently comprehensively 

considered. In view of the partial scientific justification of the im-

pact of the war on all aspects of the educational process and institu-

tions of higher education, it is also impossible to develop compre-

hensive strategies to overcome the negative consequences in the 

perspective of post-war recovery, which would take into account all 

the priorities of the European educational space, the goals of the 

sustainable development of the UN and would ensure the level of 

training of higher education seekers in accordance with the level of 

the European Union. 

 

 
1 Бреус С. В., Чайка А. В. Вплив соціально-гуманітарних трансформацій на 

економічну безпеку системи закладів вищої освіти України. Здобутки еко-

номіки: перспективи та інновації. 2025. № 15. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14942435 
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1. Problems of the higher education system in conditions of 

martial law: educational, security, personnel and institutional 

The war that began in 2022 led to a radical change in the format 

of the educational process in higher education institutions of 

Ukraine from offline to online remote. Along with this, it caused a 

number of urgent problems that continue throughout the years of 

the war, in particular1: 

✓ constant shelling causes security threats and problems with 

the psychological well-being of both teachers and students of high-

er education; 

✓ loss and destruction of a large number of institutions of high-

er education and problems with their reconstruction; 

✓ departure of scientific and pedagogical workers and students 

of higher education abroad and to other internal regions of Ukraine; 

✓ reduction of financial state provision for all institutions of 

higher education in Ukraine; 

✓ temporary forced transfer of higher education institutions to 

other, safe regions of the state; 

✓ is the so-called «educational loss», which is caused by a de-

crease in the quality of the educational process, its slowdown and 

long-term adaptation to online learning. 

According to statistical information, as of 2024, only 21.6% of 

higher education institutions study in an offline format. Whereas, in 

mixed – 55.3 %, and in online remote – 23.1 %. In the context of 

macro-regions of Ukraine, the situation with training formats in 

higher education institutions is presented in Figure 1. 

 
1 Єрмакова С. С., Іванова О. С., Буренко М. С. Парадигма вищої освіти в 

умовах війни та глобальних викликів ХХІ століття. Академічні візії. 2023. № 

16. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7664976 
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Fig. 1. Study formats in higher education institutions by macro-

regions of Ukraine as of 20241, 2 

Accordingly, the largest number of higher education institu-

tions, the educational process of which takes place in online format, 

is located in the East and South of Ukraine, and the smallest – is in 

the West and Center. Such trends are related to the unevenness of 

the security factor in the regions of Ukraine3. 

According to the conducted monitoring studies, the main rea-

sons for choosing distance learning higher education institutions 

were: inadequate level of security in the regions; the departure of a 

significant number of participants in the educational process abroad 

and constant air alerts in connection with the danger of hostilities4.  

 
1 Результати моніторингового дослідження базових аспектів організації 

освітнього процесу (якості, безпеки та ресурсів) в закладах фахової перед-

вищої та вищої освіти в умовах воєнного стану у 2024 році (І етап). Держав-

на служба якості освіти України. URL: https://sqe.gov.ua/wpcontent/up-

loads/2024/09/Zvit_2024_I_etap_VO_FPO.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
2 Education: Impact of the War in Ukraine. Світовий Банк. Аналітичний звіт. 

2022. URL: https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/education-impact-war-ukrainemay-

2022?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjY64BhCaARIsAIfc7Yax8l1NLEkog7HXC

Eo2jRrc0eUmGxW9J4qdiQqohfQjfkmwQqHLSgsaAgaSEALw_wcB (дата зверне

ня: 09.02.2026) 
3 Васильченко Л., Шацька Н. Дистанційне (онлайн) навчання у закладах ЗСО: 

проблеми, виклики, рішення. Освіта. Інноватика. Практика. 2022. № 10 (7). 

С. 19–24. DOI: https://doi.org/10.31110/2616-650X-vol10i7-003 
4 Антонюк О., Савчук С., Шостак І. Змістово-технологічні аспекти організації 

дистанційного навчання в ЗВО в умовах воєнного стану. Молодь і ринок. 2024. 

№ 6 (226). С. 37–41. DOI: https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4634.2024.307817 
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It should be noted that currently, according to various estimates 

of world organizations, participants in the educational process in 

Ukraine, both teachers and students of higher education, are under 

great psychological pressure. In particular, according to WHO 

(World Health Organization) estimates, every fifth participant in 

the educational process who is in the zone of active hostilities has 

psychological health problems and assesses his condition as tense1. 

A UNICEF assessment claims that about one and a half million 

children in Ukraine are exposed to anxiety, psychological disorders 

and depression, who are either already or in a few years will be 

students of higher education at higher education institutions. In 

turn, the indicators of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine indicate 

that as of 2024, about 15 million citizens in Ukraine need psycho-

logical help, including participants in the educational process2. 

The security factor also led to the internal displacement of high-

er education institutions. In particular, since 2014, 29 institutions of 

higher education and 64 separate structural subdivisions of higher 

education institutions have been moved in different regions of 

Ukraine due to the security factor3.  

The war had a negative impact on the number of higher educa-

tion institutions, the number of scientific and pedagogical workers 

and the contingent of applicants. It should be noted that from 2014 

to today, the number of higher education institutions of state and 

private forms of ownership in Ukraine gradually decreased (Fig. 2). 

In the 2024–2025 academic year, their number was 265 units, 

which is 60% less than in the 2014–2015 academic year. 

 
1 Новак Т. В., Ярощук М. В. Психологічний супровід учасників освітнього 

процесу в реаліях війни в Україні. Науковий вісник Кременецької обласної 

гуманітарно-педагогічної академії імені Тараса Шевченка. Серія: Педагогі-

чні науки. 2023. № 17. С. 161–169. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32782/2410-2075-

2023-17.20 
2 Спіріна Т. П., Лехолетова М. М., Пінчук Є. О. Психосоціальна підтримка 

учасників освітнього процесу в кризових умовах. Social Work and Education. 

2025. № 3 (12). С. 463–476. DOI: 10.25128/2520-6230.25.3.14 
3 Батрак О. В., Тарасенко О. С. Особливості формування потенціалу закладів 

вищої освіти України в умовах війни та післявоєнному періоді. Економіка 

та суспільство. 2023. № 53. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.32782/2524-0072/2023-

53-1 
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Fig. 2. Dynamics of the amount of higher education institutions 

in Ukraine1 

 

It is appropriate to note that a amount of reasons contributed to 

the decrease in the number of higher education institutions in 

Ukraine, including: their cessation of activity and unification; the 

occupation of a significant amount of Ukrainian territory and the 

decrease in the number of applicants, associated with migrations 

and a decrease in the birth rate2. 

During the period from 2014 to 2024, the number of students of 

higher education in higher education institutions also decreased 

(Fig. 3). Thus, in 2014–2015, their number was 1689226 people, 

 
1 Вища освіта України в умовах воєнного стану та широкомасштабної війни, 

післявоєнного відновлення: виклики та перспективи. МОН України. 

URL: https://erasmusplus.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1_vynnyczkyj-sharov-

bolonska-konferencziya-2024-11-07.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
2 Холявко Н. І., Самойлович А. Г. Концептуальна модель повоєнного відно-

лення прикордонних університетів України за концепцією сталого розвитку. 

Економіка і організація управління. 2025. № 3 (59). С. 107–122. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.31558/2307-2318.2025.3.10 
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and in 2023–2024 academic year 1148658. Accordingly, over the 

past 10 years, their number has decreased by 32%. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Dynamics of the number of higher education students in 

Ukraine 1. 

 

According to the statistical indicators of the World Bank, as of 

May 2022, 3,840 scientific and pedagogical workers of Ukraine 

have left for other countries. Also, at the end of 2022, 25,000 edu-

cational students left the borders of Ukraine and about 665,000 

students of higher education and students2.  

In Ukraine, the number of scientific-pedagogical, scientific and 

pedagogical workers for the period 2019–2024 has significantly 

decreased (Fig. 4). And this is due not only to the war, but also to 

the difficulty of obtaining scientific degrees, the decrease in the 

number of higher education institutions and the number of higher 

education students, and migrations. From fig. 4. It can be seen that 

from 2019 to 2024, the number of scientific and pedagogical work-

ers in higher education institutions of Ukraine gradually decreased 

and during the time period decreased by approximately 26.2%. 

 
1 Вища освіта України в умовах воєнного стану та широкомасштабної війни, 

післявоєнного відновлення: виклики та перспективи. МОН України. 

URL: https://erasmusplus.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1_vynnyczkyj-

sharov-bolonska-konferencziya-2024-11-07.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
2 Education: Impact of the War in Ukraine. Світовий Банк. Аналітичний звіт. 

2022. URL: https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/education-impact-war-ukrainemay-

2022?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjY64BhCaARIsAIfc7Yax8l1NLEkog7HXCE

o2jRrc0eUmGxW9J4qdiQqohfQjfkmwQqHLSgsaAgaSEALw_wcB (дата зверненя: 

09.02.2026) 
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Fig. 4. Dynamics of the number of scientific-pedagogical, scien-

tific and pedagogical workers in higher education institutions of 

Ukraine1. 

 

It should be emphasized that a significant number of foreign 

students are also studying in Ukraine, but given the martial law, 

their number has also decreased (Fig. 5). In particular, these are 

young people from Azerbaijan, Turkey, Georgia, China, Turkmeni-

stan, Nigeria, Morocco and India. Given the fact that admission is 

relatively easy for foreigners in Ukraine, Ukrainian education is of 

high quality, and Ukrainian diplomas are recognized in them in 

countries that attracted them in the pre-war period of higher educa-

tion institutions of Ukraine. At the same time, the security situation 

radically changed the existing positive situation with foreigners. In 

 
1 Вища освіта України в умовах воєнного стану та широкомасштабної війни, 

післявоєнного відновлення: виклики та перспективи. МОН України. 

URL: https://erasmusplus.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1_vynnyczkyj-

sharov-bolonska-konferencziya-2024-11-07.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
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addition to the security situation, there are a number of factors that 

adversely affected the entry of foreigners, in particular: strengthen-

ing the role of intermediaries during admission; complex process of 

registration of documents for admission; the complexity of the pro-

cess of integration into the educational process1. 

 

 
Fig. 5. Dynamics of the number of students of higher education-

foreigners studying at higher education institutions of Ukraine2 

 

The war in Ukraine caused a decrease in funding for all sectors, 

including education. As of 2022, about 20% of higher education 

institutions of Ukraine had problems with salary payments, 27% 

did not fully pay scholarships to higher education students, and 

30% of higher education institutions lost income from the contract 

form of education. During the period from 2018 to 2023, expendi-

 
1 Вища освіта України в умовах воєнного стану та широкомасштабної війни, 

післявоєнного відновлення: виклики та перспективи. МОН України. 

URL: https://erasmusplus.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1_vynnyczkyj-

sharov-bolonska-konferencziya-2024-11-07.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
2 Вища освіта України в умовах воєнного стану та широкомасштабної війни, 

післявоєнного відновлення: виклики та перспективи. МОН України. 

URL: https://erasmusplus.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1_vynnyczkyj-

sharov-bolonska-konferencziya-2024-11-07.pdf (дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
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tures of the consolidated budget for education also decreased, the 

trend can be seen in Figure 6. 

 
Fig. 6. Dynamics of consolidated budget expenditures for edu-

cation, million hryvnias1, 2 

 

At the same time, the share of consolidated budget expenditures 

on education in total expenditures decreased several times – in 

2018 it was 17% and in 2023 it was only 7%. 

 

2. Priorities and prospects for the development of higher ed-

ucation in Ukraine in the context of integration into the Euro-

pean space and post-war recovery 

In the context of the current state and future post-war recovery, 

it is important in the system of higher education to solve the conse-

quences of the war, in particular: restoration of educational infra-

structure; increasing the contingent of higher education applicants; 

implementation of favorable conditions for the return of scientific-

 
1 Education: Impact of the War in Ukraine. Світовий Банк. Аналітичний звіт. 

2022. URL: https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/education-impact-war-

ukrainemay-

2022?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjY64BhCaARIsAIfc7Yax8l1NLEkog7HX

CEo2jRrc0eUmGxW9J4qdiQqohfQjfkmwQqHLSgsaAgaSEALw_wcB (дата зве

рненя: 09.02.2026) 
2 Міністерство фінансів України. URL: https://index.minfin.com.ua/ua/finance/ 

(дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
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pedagogical, scientific and pedagogical personnel in higher educa-

tion institutions of Ukraine 1. 

At the same time, in accordance with the challenges of martial 

law and in the context of Ukraine's integration into the EU and the 

European Higher Education Area, important strategic guidelines for 

the development of higher education are: internationalization; digi-

tal integration; improvement of the quality of education; financial 

efficiency and autonomy; accessibility of education and its inclu-

siveness.  

According to the recommendations of the Ministry of Education 

and Science of Ukraine «The vision of the future of education and 

science» in Ukraine should be the following priorities of activity: 

support of teachers; ensuring inclusiveness in the educational envi-

ronment; gradual integration into the international educational 

space; effective management and autonomy; improving the quality 

of higher education2. These orientations are reflected in more detail 

in Figure 7. 

 

 
 

Fig. 7. The main educational orientations of activity in higher 

education of Ukraine 

 
1 Артерчук А. О., Мних О. Б., Садова У. Я. Дуальна освіта та повоєнне від-

новлення України: чинники, моделі, європейський досвід. Трансформаційна 

економіка. 2024. № 3 (08). С. 83–88. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32782/2786-

8141/2024-8-12 
2 Візія майбутнього освіти і науки України. Міністерство освіти і науки 

України. URL: https://mon.gov.ua/viziya-maybutnogo-osviti-i-nauki-ukraini 

(дата звернення: 09.02.2026) 
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The main goal of «Vision of the future of education and science 

of Ukraine» is to ensure optimal opportunities for the development 

of scientific innovations, the quality of education and self-

realization of every citizen and their maximum approximation to 

world-class standards. 

It should be noted that in the context of Ukraine's integration in-

to the European educational space, compliance with educational 

guidelines and implementation of sustainable development goals in 

the educational process are quite important, relevant, and in the 

context of future post-war development, necessary and timely solu-

tions1. In today's conditions, according to the available latest Re-

ports of the European Commission on Ukraine's preparation for 

joining the EU, problematic issues in the field of higher education 

of Ukraine remain unresolved, in particular: 

✓ low level of modernisation of educational and scientific in-

frastructure, which is associated with insufficient financial provi-

sion; 

✓  limited level of integration of science with education; 

✓ insufficient level of accessibility of higher education for dif-

ferent population groups; 

✓ low level of Ukraine's involvement in global scientific and 

educational activities; 

✓   insufficient level of digitalisation of higher education, 

which is associated with insufficient level of development of the 

technological base; 

✓   departure of a large number of scientific and pedagogical 

personnel abroad; 

✓ problems with implementing the optimum number of educa-

tional reforms that are linked to martial law issues. 

The post-war recovery of educational and scientific activities in 

Ukraine should be aimed at ensuring stable and effective indicators 

of its development. The prerequisites for such a recovery are effec-

tive international support, an end to the military conflict, reforms 

and a slow recovery of national economic growth indicators. At the 

 
1 Бульвінська О., Калінічева Г. І. Роль вищої освіти в розвитку цінностей 

об’єднаної Європи під час повоєнного відновлення України. Проблеми осві-

ти. 2023. № 2. С. 24-43. DOI: https://doi.org/10.52256/2710-3986.2-99.2023.02 
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same time, realistic indicators of the recovery of the educational 

sector in the context of post-war development can be1: 

1. creation of favourable conditions for the return of educational 

and scientific personnel to Ukraine; 

2. creation of conditions for Ukraine's participation in European 

scientific and educational programs; 

3. gradual restoration of scientific and educational facilities of 

Ukraine, benchmark – at least 50 %; 

4. the growth of public spending on science and education and 

the gradual step-by-step increase in wages in this field; 

5. involvement of world donors in recovery processes. 

It should be noted that along with the restoration of the educa-

tional and scientific infrastructure and financial support of higher 

education in Ukraine, it is important to implement open science 

procedures and policies as important priorities of Ukraine's re-

search potential. The leading aspects of the development of educa-

tional and scientific potential in institutions of higher education can 

be the combined positive experience of the European countries of 

the world, which can be based on the comprehensive implementa-

tion of the following components in the educational process2, 3: 

- the development of dual education, where the emphasis on co-

operation between HEIs and employers, the combination of educa-

tional activities with internships and the expansion of professional 

contacts is important; 

- creation of joint production and educational centers on the ba-

sis of higher education institutions, which will enable students of 

 
1 Житар M. Трансформація вищої освіти в період війни та післявоєнного 

відновлення: ризики, виклики та стратегічні орієнтири. Європейський науко-

вий журнал Економічних та Фінансових інновацій. 2025. № 1 (15). С. 450–

461. DOI: http://doi.org/10.32750/2025-0140 
2 Аверчев О. В., Гончарова О. В. Ключові аспекти реалізації освітнього про-

цесу та євроінтеграції в аграрних ЗВО півдня України. Таврійський науковий 

вісник. Серія: Сільськогосподарські науки. 2025. № 143. Ч. 1. С. 3–11. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.32782/2226-0099.2025.143.1.1  
3 Honcharova O. V., Burhaz M. I., Melnychenko S. H. Tiligul estuary: an object of 

a research platform for masters of aquatic bioresources and aquaculture in 

southern Ukraine. Водні біоресурси та аквакультура. 2025. № 2 (18). С. 180–

190. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32782/wba.2025.2.10 
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higher education to interact with business and open up promising 

opportunities for further employment; 

- creation of research clusters at higher education institutions 

that will involve innovative projects and business and ensure coop-

eration of higher education applicants with scientists; 

- implementation of innovative educational environments that 

will contribute to the development of digital skills and allow re-

mote management of educational processes; 

- implementation of double diplomas, which will ensure integra-

tion into the European space for stakeholders, international mobili-

ty of higher education applicants, internationalization of education 

and participation in global grant programs. 

Under the conditions of a comprehensive approach of each of 

the sectors, including the representation of the scientific and educa-

tional community, there are all prerequisites for ensuring the stabil-

ity and high quality of higher education, the formation of an effec-

tive strategy for its post-war recovery. And internationalization 

activities will strengthen the Ukrainian system of higher education 

and science and contribute to the dynamic integration of Ukrainian 

innovative developments into the European space with equal part-

nership. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Thus, the war in Ukraine became a factor in the transformation 

of the higher education system. The main changes consist in the 

transformation of the formats of the educational process, the reduc-

tion of the number of institutions of higher education, the reduction 

of the number of students of higher education, pedagogical and 

scientific-pedagogical workers, and the deterioration of the finan-

cial and security conditions of their educational activities. The con-

ducted research shows that security risks, a high level of psycho-

logical burden on the participants of the educational process, 

relocation of higher education institutions and distance and mixed 

learning formats have a cumulative effect that negatively affects the 

quality of specialist training, academic motivation and socialization 

processes of higher education applicants. Statistical data indicate a 

significant reduction in the quantitative indicators of the higher 

education system, which, in combination with personnel losses and 
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a decrease in state funding, creates systemic problems of reproduc-

tion of human capital and scientific potential of Ukraine. 

It should be noted that the higher education system of Ukraine 

shows adaptation potential and can become an important factor 

influencing post-war recovery and European integration. The im-

plementation of strategic development guidelines related to digital-

ization, internationalization, increasing the autonomy of higher 

education institutions, integration of education and science and 

implementation of the principles of sustainable development is an 

essential condition for overcoming the consequences of war. A 

comprehensive approach to the restoration of educational and sci-

entific infrastructure, the return and support of personnel potential, 

the involvement of international assistance creates prerequisites for 

the formation of a stable, competitive system of higher education, 

capable of providing training of specialists at the level of standards 

of the European educational space and promoting the sustainable 

socio-economic development of Ukraine. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The impact of the war on the state and functioning of the higher 

education system of Ukraine is comprehensively considered, in 

particular, emphasis is placed on educational, personnel, financial, 

psychosocial and security factors. The change in the formats of the 

educational process is considered, in particular, the transition from 

off-line to online and mixed forms of education under the condi-

tions of regional influence, differences in the possibilities of 

providing face-to-face education. Statistical information on various 

educational aspects was analyzed, in particular, the number of 

higher education institutions and higher education applicants, the 

number of scientific and pedagogical workers and foreign appli-

cants, and their dynamics during the war. The problems of psycho-

logical well-being of participants in the educational process, reloca-

tion of higher education institutions and reduction of the level of 

financial support of the industry are considered. The consequences 

of long-term online education for the quality of specialist training, 

academic motivation and socialization of higher education appli-

cants are analyzed. The relationship between security conditions, 

personnel losses and the quality of education as long-term risks for 

the human capital of the state is revealed. The strategic orientations 
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of the development of higher education in the context of European 

integration, digital transformation and compliance with the goals of 

sustainable development are outlined. Emphasis is placed on the 

priorities of post-war restoration of educational and scientific infra-

structure, return of personnel potential and improvement of auton-

omy of higher education institutions. Emphasis is placed on the 

need for a comprehensive approach to the formulation of a recov-

ery strategy that will integrate international support, public policies 

and the institutional capacity of higher education institutions. 

 

АНОТАЦІЯ 

Комплексно розглянуто вплив війни на стан та функціону-

вання системи вищої освіти України, зокрема зроблено акцент 

на освітніх, кадрових, фінансових, психосоціальних та безпе-

кових чинниках. Розглянуто зміну форматів провадження осві-

тнього процесу, зокрема перехід від очного до дистанційного 

та змішаного навчання та регіональні відмінності у можливос-

тях забезпечення очної освіти. Проаналізовано статистичну 

інформацію щодо різних освітніх аспектів, зокрема кількості 

закладів вищої освіти та здобувачів вищої освіти, кількості 

науково-педагогічних працівників та іноземних здобувачів та 

їхню динаміку за часи війни. Розглянуто проблеми психологі-

чного благополуччя учасників освітнього процесу, релокації 

закладів вищої освіти та зниження рівня фінансового забезпе-

чення галузі. Проаналізовано наслідки тривалого онлайн-

навчання для якості підготовки фахівців, академічної мотива-

ції та соціалізації здобувачів вищої освіти. Розкрито взає-

мозв’язок між безпековими умовами, кадровими втратами та 

якістю освіти як довгостроковими ризиками для людського 

капіталу держави. Окреслено стратегічні орієнтири розвитку 

вищої освіти в контексті євроінтеграції, цифрової трансформа-

ції та дотримання цілей сталого розвитку. Зроблено акцент на 

пріоритетах післявоєнного відновлення освітньої та наукової 

інфраструктури, повернення кадрового потенціалу та підви-

щення автономії закладів вищої освіти. Наголошено на необ-

хідності комплексного підходу до формування стратегії відно-

влення, який буде об’єднувати міжнародну підтримку, 

державну політику та інституційну спроможність закладів 

вищої освіти. 
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