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FEATURES OF THE POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION OF SOME COMPONENTS 

OF THE ENVIRONMENT OF UKRAINE 

 

At this point in time, the war in Ukraine has already caused significant damage to the 

environment, but given that it continues to cause destruction, it is impossible to accurately 

predict the further consequences of the war. At the same time, given the significant destruction 

and degradation of natural subsystems, an adequate assessment of the financial costs and the 

degree of destruction caused to various components of the environment is necessary. 

After the war, it is important to develop regulatory and legal support for the protection 

and restoration of the natural environment and take into account the following aspects: 

development of clear instructions for post-war restoration of the natural environment; 

adaptation of environmental policy to the requirements of legislation on the protection of 

natural resources of the EU; development and implementation of legislative acts that would 

reflect a scheme for compensating Ukraine for damages caused by hostilities on its territory. 

One of the important components of the environment that will require priority restoration 

is water bodies. It should be noted that both freshwater and marine ecosystems are important, 

as they all play an important role in economic, food and environmental aspects. It is important 

to restore not only the pre-war natural state, but also to rebuild water infrastructure in 

accordance with the best global practices and European Union standards [1 - 2]. 

No less important is the restoration of forests after the war, because they not only provide 

clean air, but also perform protective functions in terms of soil conservation and are an 

important component of the woodworking industry of Ukraine. Forests in Ukraine have 

suffered greatly from fires, shelling and active hostilities in their territories, so their restoration 

will take many years. In view of this, it is necessary to ensure a number of measures, in 

particular: 

1. development of a single national system for monitoring and managing forest fires, 

which can be used at all territorial levels: national, regional and local; 

2. use of successful international practices in training personnel in the field of forestry; 

3. scientific and practical research and justification of the consequences of the war for the 

forests of Ukraine at all levels, in particular the impact of fires, socio-economic consequences, 

and the impact on climate change and air quality; 

4. in the regions affected by the war, development of remote monitoring systems for the 

forecast of forest management and forest restoration; 

5. demining of forests and implementation of training initiatives for training personnel in 

handling explosive objects and ensuring their safety; 

6. ensuring gradual reforestation in accordance with the degree of risk of the territories, 

the largest areas of forest destruction. 

Also, one of the important aspects of post-war reconstruction is the fight against garbage 

and household waste, because during the period of military operations, waste management 

systems were significantly damaged. The situation is also aggravated by the accumulation of 

waste related to the war, the chaotic accumulation of landfills in ecologically important areas 

and in forests [3]. Also, a large amount of garbage accumulates in large cities. In this context, 
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it is important to ensure the implementation of the following series of urgently needed 

measures: 

1. expansion of online monitoring systems to track the accumulation of landfills, solid waste 

and asbestos; 

2. identification of the most vulnerable areas, in particular residential areas in large cities and 

areas affected by hazardous industrial waste;3. assessment of the total volume of landfills and 

reconstruction of infrastructure solutions for waste removal;4. ensuring secondary consumption 

and production with zero waste in the context of ensuring sustainable post-war development;5. 

assessment of the impact of long-term accumulation on soil structure, in order to ensure the safety 

of construction and land use. 

Given that a large number of natural reserve objects of both national and global importance 

have been damaged or completely destroyed in Ukraine, their reconstruction is important. This is 

important for several reasons. First, these territories are unique and affect the preservation of 

biodiversity. Second, the presence of such territories provides a positive microclimate in the 

country and to some extent affects the quality of life of the population. Third, the restoration of 

these territories will affect both domestic and international tourism, which will provide a positive 

economic effect for Ukraine [4]. 

Another area of post-war restoration is the land fund of Ukraine. This is the component of 

the environment that has suffered the most. Given the movement of military equipment, explosions, 

mining and other types of impacts, there has been a significant degradation of various types of land 

in the structure of the land fund. Of course, the restoration of the land fund will be long, which is 

associated with the loss and significant degradation of fertile soil layers and disruption of their 

structure, but provided that the measures are “correctly” developed, it is quite possible. 

Therefore, the post-war restoration of the environment of Ukraine should be considered as a 

long-term, phased and complex process that combines ecological, economic, social and 

management approaches. A feature of this process is the need for synchronous restoration of 

various components of the natural environment, since water, land, forest resources, atmospheric air 

and natural ecosystems are closely interconnected. 
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